From: "Heil, Cynthia L (DEC)" <cindy.heil@alaska.gov>
Subject: State of Alaska – Schedule change – Alaska Woodstove and Pellet Stove Lists
Date: December 7, 2020 at 6:20:37 PM EST
Cc: "Hoke, Steven W (DEC)" <steven.hoke@alaska.gov>

This email is to inform you that the schedule has been pushed back approximately 1.5 months for deploying new Lists that reflect our latest review of the certification test information. This delay is due to the holiday season and the number of issues found and questions that have come up regarding DEC’s EPA certification test review results. DEC needs the additional time to work with EPA and finish a decision matrix that will assist in explaining DEC’s decision making process.  
Therefore, the December 1 milestone date, where additional devices will be removed from the Approved List, for those manufacturers who have not contacted us, has been moved to February 1, 2021. Those who requested a milestone date extension, the date is being moved from March 31, 2021 to May 31, 2021.  The April 1 date has been moved to June 1 which is the date that DEC will likely be removing additional devices from the Approved List.
Lists with the updated milestone dates were posted today, December 7, 2020. Details for Alaska’s certification test report review, various lists, summary review sheets, basic Q&A may be found here: http://dec.alaska.gov/air/burnwise/manufacturers-vendors/
 
Reminders:
1.       All summary review sheets are now posted online for all devices reviewed and will continue to be added to and updated as supplemental information or request for reviews are received. 
2.       DEC continues to correct and update any certification test report summary review sheets where supplemental information is received.
3.        Manufacturers may continue to submit information to correct report deficiencies.
4.       For those devices whose milestone date is now February 1, DEC will be removing devices from the Approved List to the No Determination List, starting February 2, 2021. They will also be removed from the Transition List at that time.
5.       Manufacturers may request their milestone date be moved if they contact DEC and make a commitment to address all report deficiencies.  Please follow instructions as posted on the webpage above.
 
Why is DEC reviewing certification test reports? 
The Clean Air Act section 189(b)(1)(B) and 40 C.F.R. 51.1010 describes the requirements for Best Available Control Measures (BACM). These requirements state that Serious nonattainment areas are required to implement all measures implemented in other areas unless the measure may be found to be technically or economically infeasible.  Furthermore, CAA section 189(d) and the final PM 2.5 Rule requires the state to include ‘options not previously considered as BACM’. Missoula City-County Montana regulations (Section 9.203.1.a) allows installation permits only for pellet stoves emitting no more than 1.0 gm/hr.  Alaska embarked on the certification test review and the establishment of a 1-hr filter pull standard as an alternative to a pellet only program for the nonattainment area as DEC feels this approach meets the communities desire for more device options and is at least equal to the Missoula requirement (as demonstrated that there are pellet devices unable to meet the 1-hr 6.0 gm/hr standard established by DEC).   However, EPA will  need to complete its review and action on the Serious SIP to verify that Alaska’s approach meets the BACM requirement for wood heater standards. 
Alaska is also reviewing the certification test reports for those US EPA appliances certified as complying to the Step 2 standards per 40 CFR part 60 Subpart AAA or Subpart QQQQ, and as reported on the EPA Wood Heater Database, that are or wish to be on the ADEC Approved Device List to ensure compliance with the Alaska standards and requirements in accordance with 18 AAC 50.077. This effort to review certification reports is to ensure that wood burning may continue in the Fairbanks North Star Borough nonattainment area now and into the future. In order to continue improving the air quality, reach attainment and continue to allow burning from a range of devices, ADEC needs assurances that the devices that are allowed to be installed within the area were tested in accordance with all requirements detailed in the US EPA regulations without anomalies, deviations, or defects. 
A single certification test is relied upon to demonstrate compliance for potentially hundreds of appliances within a PM2.5 Serious nonattainment area.  In this nonattainment area, residential wood burning has been determined to be the largest contributing source sector; therefore, certification test reports must be held to the highest standard for makes and models being installed to ensure that low-emitting appliances are used to provide emission reduction benefits into the future.. In addition, the New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) Subparts AAA and QQQQ require a recertification every 5 years; however, a recertification with a new test is not guaranteed. It is possible that a device could pass a single certification test and meet NSPS Subpart AAA or QQQQ requirements for years if not decades. With the new federal regulations specified in NSPS Subpart AAA and QQQQ, all certification testing has been completed within the last five years. Completing a full report review is important to ensure that the goals for the program and community are met now and into the future 
 

